People put “Out of Order” signs for a very simple but important reason: to warn
others that something isn’t working and shouldn’t be used.
These signs help prevent accidents, confusion, and frustration. Here’s a clear
breakdown:
Why People Use Out of Order Signs
1. Safety
If a machine or facility is broken, using it might cause injury.
For example:
A malfunctioning elevator could trap someone.
A damaged toilet could overflow.
A faulty vending machine could jam or shock someone.
An Out of Order sign helps keep people safe by stopping them from using broken
equipment.
2. Preventing Further Damage
When something is already not working, using it again can make the problem
worse.
The sign helps:
Protect the equipment from more damage
Avoid expensive repairs
Keep technicians informed
3. Avoiding Inconvenience and Frustration
People get annoyed when they try to use something and it doesn’t work.
The sign helps manage expectations:
Instead of wasting time trying to figure out why it isn’t working
They know instantly that it’s unavailable
4. Professional Appearance
Businesses use these sighs to show:
They care about customer experience
They maintain their equipment
They are organized and responsible
It prevents people from feeling the place is neglected.
5. Liability Protection
Companies can face legal trouble if someone gets hurt using faulty equipment
without warning.
Out of Order signs help protect the business by giving:
Clear safety warnings
Proof of awareness and responsibility

¥ Common Places Where “Out of Order”
Signs Are Used

Restrooms

ATMs

Elevators/Lifts

Escalators

Vending machines

Office equipment (printers, photocopiers)
Parking gates or ticket machines

Public machines like water dispensers

¢ Why People Like Custom Out of Order
Signs

Many businesses prefer custom signs with:
Their company name

Website

Phone number

Brand colors

Extra notes (e.g., “Sorry for the
inconvenience”)
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